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INVESTIGATION OF DEATH OF TWO MARINE CORPS 
OFFICER CANDIDATES 


On July 20, 1953, following a training hike of Marine officer candi- 
dates at Quantico, Va., three of the candidates participating collapsed 
from heat prostration and required hospitalization. Two of these 3 
voung men died, 1 on July 22, 1953, and 1 on July 24, 1953, the third 
recovering and being separated from the service without disability. 

The fathers of the two men who died requested an investigation 
by the House Armed Services Committee. A formal request for such 
a hearing was presented by Hon. Augustine B. Kelley, Member of 
Congress from Pennsylvania. Hon. Herbert H. Lehman, United 
States Senator from New York, concurred in this formal request 
Hon. Dewey Short, chairman of the House Armed Services Com- 
mittee, having agreed to such an investigation, designated that it be 
conducted by the Subcommittee on Defense Activities, headed by 
Hon. William E. Hess as chairman. <A special subcommittee, com- 
posed of Hon. William H. Bates, as chairman, and Hon. Porter 
Hardy, Jr., as member, was designated to hear the testimony in this 
case. 

The fathers were first heard. They were permitted to testify at 
length. Their testimony, qualified by each of them as not being in a 
spirit of vindictiveness, contained personal opinions and constant 
reference to information from sources they could not reveal. It 
was claimed the information received from these undisclosed sources 
was in conflict with the information received orally at Quantico and 
that contained in the official letters relative to training incidents 
preceding the deaths and was the occasion for the fathers questioning 
the accuracy of the official report. 

A major complaint of one father was the fact that his son had not 
been restrained from getting out of bed of his own accord the next 
morning after his hospitalization when he had been packed in ice 
throughout the night. Subsequent medical testimony showed this 
young man had made a rapid and remarkable recovery. His tem- 
perature had returned to normal and the extent of his walking had 
been 10 to 15 feet to the washroom. From the medical evidence 
available to the committee, no conclusive findings can be made that 
his action contributed to his death. The father of the second boy 
was most complimentary of the care received at the hospital, 
testifying— 
he had been receiving attention that I doubt would be given on the outside, or 
in a private hospital. 

The similar complaint of both fathers was that the physical con- 
ditioning was not more gradual and that a training hike should not 
have been taken on such a hot day. 








2 INVESTIGATIONS 


The committee heard many witnesses, both publicly and in private 
Every effort was made to develop information bearing on the position 
of the fathers with respect to the official report being at variance W ith 
actual facts It is the feeling of the committee that the official report 
to the parents could have been more carefully prepared from the 
summary of the findings of the official board of inquiry. This is 
particularly true in the choice of language and the use of military 
phraseology which IS often confusing and misunderstood by those 
not connected with the military. It would also appear to the com- 
mittee that oral statements made to the parents were open to 
misinterpretations 

The committee pursued at leneth the matter of the lene th of the 
hike, the number of stops made, the elapsed time, and the distance 
one of the young men had been carried after collapsing. The first 
voung man had completed the hike, returned to his quarters, and 
collapsed some 45 minutes later in mess line. The second young mat 
had completed that part of the hike through the woods, had reached 
the point where the platoon was reassembline to march te the barracks 
referred to as barracks area), staggered from formation and _ fell. 
He was carried by other officer candidates a distance of 300 to 400 
yards to his barracks. This second young man had difficulty on a 


previous hike but on bem: questioned ry the barracks hy his platoon 


leader, appeared normal, CAVE normal answers to ques ions, and 
insisted he did not need or wish to go to sick bay. 
It was not surprising to the committee that there were apparent 


discrepancies and contradi T1ons Wh the testimony of those participating 


the training hike These voune men were testifvinge concerning 
tin distances, difference between the meaning of “break’’ and rest 


} r , 1 : 
speed of pace, differs we pace al Tron and real of platool ‘ position 
line of march, 7 months after the date of the hike. 


Those ! chara of training programs at Quan ico testified t] 


iS Was 
their first experrence with a fatality from heatstroke or sunstroke 
The ( offic ers have not o1 ly had many years of traming experience 
but service in climates much hotter than that at Quantico on July 
20 1953 The related personal experiences Ot leaving shipboard 
it Odavs, hout ¢ Opportunl LO exe! ‘ise, and entering jungle 
( i tes 8 | hie | i \ ! experrence vas that oO] July 2(). 1958. 
ry ho | e Marine Corps, the total number of training 
fatalities for the past ve has been 50 Chere were only tw pre- 
vious deaths DV sl tro at pom otl thar () ANLLICO some 
criticism might be effered for the failure to publicize the result of the 
STULL fol] wing the | » Tre l death oO nll « mmanads of the 
\I rine C 1 11 lio on ( t. bowevet | { hye ched le 
of temperatures and humidities compiled following those earlier deaths 
would have permittee he hike of Jul 20. 900.4 (i witico under a 
mperature ot ana midit oO] 7 ‘| ese gures tor Quantico 
are | om the aerologist : he Maat ne Cory Lir Station The records 
shi temperature De Consist hroughout the time of the 

hik« 
I" e medi al histo Ol t | two voul mM 1 shows that th \ passed 


the required HUranes pli sical examuinatio and a second physical 
shortly after reporting at Quantico \n autopsy performed on one 
voung man develop that he hed an eulas lL heart, which could have 


Ms suscept bility \¢ heatstroke \iedical testimony 


contributed to 
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his enlargement would not show on the X-rays in 


the regular phvsical examination The second young man, although 


Was to the eC Teet I 


he had passed the prescribed physical examination, was not, in the 
opinion of his fellow candidates rn rood physical condition. Eh ls 
fact was also brought out by the candidate himself in letters written 
to his parents, advising them of the difficulties he was experiencing in 
keeping up with his group. It should be pointed out that on July 20, 
1953, at Quantico, Va., a total of 530 men participated in the officer- 
candidate hike with only three of this number requiring hospitaliza- 
tion 


This officer-candidate class is open to college graduates under 27 


27 
years of age. Any young man attending college but not participating 
inan ROTC program may enjoy 2 or 3 vears’ deferment from military 
service if he meets certain scholasti qualific wilons \s hi compl ‘tes 
his college course, he faces induction unless he qualifies for some spec- 
lized program. For these voung men to aspire to be officers is most 


commendable 


rr 
i | 


he \iarine ( ‘orps has taken thi following S| Ss which the commit- 
be bye lieves should bring about the ce sired resuits: 
1. The physical-fitness part of the training program is being 
developed on a more gradual basis. 
2. Safeguards have been inaugurated in the training program 
fo prevent if possibli trainine fatalities from excessive heat 
>} A study of heat strokes by the Bureau of Medieine and 
Surgery (ULS Navy 
‘(a) To determine the important underlying factors causing 
this condition. 
(6) To arrive at certain practical formulae which might 
be utilized to determine danger levels 
We were elso advised that a similar study of heat strokes is underway 
by the National Research Council 
The committee desires to restate its profound sympathy to the 
parents and families of the two deceased marines, and express our 
appreciation for their patriotic motive in requesting and participating 
in a public hearing 
We do not wish to Lye the ln pression that we favor less vigorous 
training, We are all proud of the olorious record of the \Iarine 
Corps down through the vears. Some individuals who aspire to this 
officer-candidate class may not be physically qualified for such Marine 
Corps training and we feel threat efforts should be intensified LO ¢ limi- 
nate those whose physical condition is not up to required standards 
before they are accepted 
We do not feel that any particular individual was at fault or guilty 


of neglect in the cases under consideration. The Marine Corps does 
not arbitrarily employ the Se intenstific a programs of oflicer-candidate 
training. Such accelerated courses are made necessary by emergency 


condit ions. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


| That the st idles In connection with heatstroke and sunstroke 
now in progress be given ever priority and compl ted at the earliest 


possible date. 
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2. That the relations of susceptibility to heatstroke and sunstroke 
be included in physical examinations as promptly as any indicative 
signs are developed 

}. That rigid application of physical requirements be made manda- 
tory in the case of young men coming from civilian life as applicants 


for an accelerated training program 
March 12, 1954 
Approved 
WILLIAM H B res, Chairman 
Porter Harpy, Jr 
\pprove¢ 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON DEFENSE ACTIVITIES 
WILLIAM Ie Hess Chairma 
PauL CUNNINGHAM 
Wiitiiam H. Bates 
CHARLES P. NELSON 
Leon H. Gavin 
Kk.) Enywarpb Hfpert 
QO. C. FIsHer 
Porter Harpy, Jt 
LL. MenNpDEL RIVERS 
Approved 
Derwry SHort, 
(haiurman, (Committee on Arme / Service S 








MISUSE OF AIR FORCE AMBULANCE 





This report deals with the case of Airman Second Class A2/c) 
Hardy Harris, serving his first enlistment. Harris was recently mar- 
ried, is 22 years of age, and, until he joined the Air Foree, had held 
only one position for a short time. heretofore he had only been 
employed while attending school. At the times hereinafter referred 
to he was obeying the instructions of his superiors in the Air Force as 
an enlisted man of the United States Air Fores 

The second part of this report deals with the misuse of Government 
property for private purposes. 

The facts are these: 

On October 18, 1953, the Baltimore Colts, a professional football 
team, was being returned to Friendship Airport outside of Baltimore. 
This chartered plane had aboard it several members of the team who 
had been allegedly injured while playing professional football in 
Green Bay, Wis. Radio broadcasts solicited the local fi 
the team on its return. 

Dr. Erwin E. Maver, of the 2500 block Eutaw Place in Baltimore, 
a licensed and registered physician, was the team physician. He was 
called on the telephone by a Capital Airlines employee, who told the 
doctor that their chartered aircraft had some injured plavers aboard 
it and requested that the doctor be at the airport upon the arrival of 
the plane. This was the only information given to the doctor by 
Capital Airlines. The doctor, in a sworn statement, says that he did 
not know the number of injured. The doctor told a police officer at 
the airport of the message he had received and requested information 
as to how he could secure an ambulance at the airport. The doctor 
said the captain of police told him that those services were “furnished 
by the Air Force” and that then this captain of police personally took 
the doctor to the Air Force officer of the day 

Dr. Mayer's sworn statement from this point on disagrees with the 
report made by Capt. Thomas Marran, USAF, and an airman. 
The doctor savs he sought information as to how to secure an ambu- 
lance in case one was needed. He says the Air Force captain asked 
whether this was an emergency. The doctor says he told Marran 
that he [Maver] was not in a position to state because he did not have 
detailed information and did not know the number or extent of the 
injuries. The doctor says that after this conversation the captain 
advised that the Air Force ambulance would be available 

The doctor’s statement was sworn to before an Air Force claims 
officer on October 27, 1953, and is a part of this file. 

Air Force Captain Marran differed at this point with the doctor. 
He says that the doctor told him that he had attempted to get an 
ambulance from another source; that he was still attempting to get 
an ambulance from another source; and that only in case he was unable 
to obtain such an ambulance would he use the Air Force facilities. 


ans to cheer 


» 











An examination of thi records at the An Fores Headquart. rs py 


Ou stafl Investigator shows them Gy uite Incomplete and lacking iM 
ch essential data When the staff investigator requested Mol 
ta he was advised that trip tickets were forward d daily to h 
! On inquiring at headquarters of the commanding offices 


was advised that these trip tickets would be at the motor pool 
Inquiry at the motor nool showed that the records there conta 


les information than those at the airport The staff investigat 
however, concluded that there was enough information at the airport 
to establish a general policy of furaishin ir Moree ambuiilane fo. 
airlines operating out o} Friendship \Lirport Cases noted from thi 
sketehy information available included a leg i jury to an airline 
ployee while on duty, a passenger taken ill en route, and a passenger 
falling on ahehti from. a couunercial plane. Memorandum dated 
Octob ‘ |‘ ! \ Will ty |" Knight | LO! | SAR Co 
! hi states 

| : 
I } 

Che pomts of flere het » the Air | ind the deet ur 

ferred ( in Marran’s t to his commandin 

( eer 18 tha re CALLE Airman Secon ( ss Stoker of eC Mec 
ml qu ioned him on 1 of Ag ) Pyurtery transport 
CIVIL th im amrpo ol pan and 9 ( | { 
phvsicinn, whom 1 captain savs wa named ‘Dr. Sack entered 


the airport office: that the. m. whom hy enlls eT )y Saeks ce tolad him 


of a phone call about a chartered flight of the Baltimore Colts, stating 
“that some of the plavers were In pretts bad shape and require 
immediate hospitalization’; that “Dr. Sacks’? was not able to mak 
arrangements on hisown. Heasked this “Dr. Sacks” if “I msidered 
the case to be of an emergeney nature’ and he {Sacks} affirmed. The 


police captain mentioned that the Air Force medics in the past nad 


taken care of emereencies He then consented to the dispatch of th 
ambulance if another could not be found, and so instrueted Airman 
Hiarris Then he SaVs hie looked out of his window ‘LS the plane 
rrived and saw th Lir For ambulance parked near the aireraft 


al 
The ambulance loaded the injured plavers and proceede 
where it was involved in an accident 

A difference of Opinio! between Dr Maver and Captain Marrat 


seems to hover around the matter of “emergencyv.’’ The doctor 
indicates that he could not diagnose an emergency until he knew the 
facts. The captain seems to have found an emergency. Fortuitously, 
the only other witness, Airman Bobby Burnett, when interviewed by 
th subcommittee, remembered no other par of this conversation 
(because of his manifold duties and the thines ole on) other than 
that ©; pts \Marran standime 6 Teet QWay, had a conversation with 
Dr. Maver, in which the captain said that the ambulance could only 
be used Inman emergency al | the doctor answered that question about 


an emergency: oy ess I th nk SO is This is the only part of the con- 


versation that the airman remembered These facts are presented 
for anvone to decide on their credibility 
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In these circumstances they do not seem to relate to the essential 
part of our inquiry. Airman Harris proceeded to Baltimore with his 
guests and the doctor. In the congested part of the citv of Baltimor 
the doctor suggested the use of the siren, which was put on. A col- 
lision with another vehicle occurred, as the result of which a pedestrian 
a Korean war veteran, was pinned against the walls of a building 
and killed 

On the foregoing we consider 

|. The personal involvement of Airman Harris 

2. The need for regulations with respect to services being 
furnished civilians at Friendship Airport and elsewhere; the 
liability of the Government in such circumstances; and the failu 
of the Air Force to fully disclose to the subcommittee information 
in its possession so that an opinion could be formed on the subject 
of this investigation, 


/ Pe PSNOt t/ /} volvement of arma) 
Airman Second Class Harris’ experiences after the accident were as 
follows: 


He was taken to a military dispensarv and treated (at Government 


expense The next morning, October 19, 1953, two Air Force police 

men accompanied him to the magistrate’s court in Baltimore. There 
he Was charged with manslaughtet and re kless ct Ving He was 
pla ‘ed behind bars for about 2 hours His bond of $2,000 was fur 

nished by a professional bondsman, a Mr. Serrio, whom he did not 
pav and knows nothing about. Harris was released. After he got 
out of jail he went to see the Air Force legal officer in Baltimore and 
made a statement Then we went to court agai This time he was 
represented by an assistant United States attorney The man 
slaughter charge was dismissed; but he was still held on a charge of 
reckless driving He mad a third irip to coul acain with an 

ant United States attorne) H was then cleared. 

Harris savs to us that at no time was he given anv aavice of any 
kind in connection \ th the predicam nt in wh ch he fo ind hin self 
tO WI1t: his arrest, in na, or the hare s of re kel ss driving, and man 
slau rhtet \ hich were ult Mate ly (| Miss d B It, however, this may 


be, he spent 3 days at court. 


Our concern is with reculations and officta 


conduet which permits 
an enlisted man of the United States Air Force to get into a predica 


ment of this kind. Certainly it is not a duty for which he enlisted 
. ’ +7 ! : 1 | aieend 

When Airman Second Class Harris is throu with his military 
service and if he should ce Sire to be emploved by the United states 
he will be confronted with question 30 on Standat form 57. 

cee eae wee oN 

Application for Federal Employment. That questio his 

Sj 1Rth } 5 

nl 

or collaters| for t viol 
minor tr 


question °¥ as’ 


For the rest of his life Harris must answer th 
and then he must- 








8 INVESTIGATIONS 


Continuously, thereafter, there will be pointed up in the records of 
the Government the fact that he was brought up before a nonmilitary 
court for an offense. He was subject to the processes of civil courts 
by reason of having been placed in a position where he was performing 
a private function. 

If Airman Second Class Harris ever is examined for security 
clearance, and the present forms are still in existence, he will have to 
answer ‘“‘Yes”’ to this question: 

Have you ever been arrested, indicted, or court-meartialed for any reason other 
than for minor traffic violations? 

He will have to respond to this question as he would to question 30 
on form 57 all the rest of his life. In addition, in the case of his 
security clearance, there will be wholly inadequate records at the 
Friendship Airport to show, many years from now, whether he was 
rightfully in possession of this Government ambulance which was 
damaged in this accident. The circumstances must be explained for 
the balance of his life. 

II. Need for military regulations 


When we brought this matter to the attention of the Air Force we 
received a response citing Air Force Regulation 160-7, paragraph 4 
(c), as follows: 

Use. Ambulances will be used primarily for the transportation of sick, 
wounded, or injured persons who are eligible by law or regulation for treatment 
in the medical facilities of any of the Armed Forces or who are humanitarian 
[sic] cases. 

We were advised that a “careful” investigation by the Air Force 
disclosed these circumstances: That Dr. Maver, representing the 
Baltimore Colts 
explained that he had been unsuccessful in arranging for a civilian ambulance and 
considered this an emergency. 

We should have been told that the doctor differed with this. He 
said in his sworn statement, in possession of the Air Force, that he 
didn’t know what the injuries were 

The report continued 
relying upon the representations of the doctor, the airdrome officer of the day 
authorized the Air Foree ambulance to be dispatched to transport the injured 
players to the hospital 

The report says: 
he reasoned that this was a humanitarian case 


\fter the subcommittee received this report we expressed dissatis- 
faction with this explanation We received a second letter dated 
December 1, 1953, signed by the Air Force Chief of Staff, which stated 
that the officer’s 
decision to authorize the vehicle to be used was based on the representations of 
a physician that injured men were arriving at the airport; that an amublance was 
necessary; and that no civilian ambulance was available. 

This is a ‘watered down” version of the “emergency”’ reported to 
the subcommittee in the first report. 

The second letter continued that this officer— 


had no medical knowledge of his own and was not in a position to question the 
professional opinion of the doctor. Under the circumstances this officer had every 
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reason to believe that he was authorized to transport these men in an Air Fores 
vehicle as humanitarian cases 

The second report tells us 
that upon deplaning at least one of the players gave every indication of being a 
litter patient. 

This latter statement is after the fact It could have had no bearing 
whatsoever upon the prior decision to dispatch the ambulance 

The Air Force second report concludes with this 

Frequently no explanation short of severe disciplinary action will suffice. It 
would be a grave mistake in this instance to take such action against the officer 
who accepted the professional opinion of a physician in a matter falling within 
the medical field, 

There is little support for the conclusion about accepting “medical 
judgment” either in the statement of the doctor or in the statement 
of the Air Force officer. 

It appears to the subcommittee, upon examination of all facts, that 
the Air Force was eager for this emergency. A statement taken by 
us from Afe Bobby Burnett, who was present to hear the word “emer- 
gency’ uttered in a conversation between Dr. Mayer and Captain 
Marren, asserts that Captain Marren called him to see whether 
Burnett “had any instructions on dispatching the ambulance.” He 
told Captain Marren: 
there were no instructions in his [Burnett’s] book and that he believed there were 
none in the AOD’s instruction books at that time. 

The Air Force Chief of Staff believes that in circumstances of this 
kind no additional instructions are necessary. We disagree. t seems 
to us that before an enlisted man is required to do something which 
gets him into the predicament of Airman Second Class Harris, in which 
he was left wholly on his own for the greater part of the time, there 
ought to be some protection afforded to him. 

We feel also that in asking a question the subcommittee has every 
right to expect full information. We were not advised that there was 
a difference of opinion between the doctor and the Air Force captaia 
as to what transpired; yet there was a contradictory sworn statement 
in possession of the Air Force at the time this representation was made. 

We were not advised that a professional bondsman put up the bond. 
We were not advised that no Government representative was present 
when Harris was jailed. If Harris was performing his duties as an 
enlisted man of the Air Force, he was entitled to the full protection of 
responsible representatives of the Air Foree who had, or ought to 
have had, fully as much interest in him as they had in protecting 
their own skins. Nothing short of that will suffice. 

We think it high time that the Air Force stop engaging in extra 
legal ventures on its own. It is obvious to us that this ambulance is 
furnished quite generally at Friendship Airport. We see little excuse 
for the assertion that on a Sunday, with public announcements over 
the radio and a great crowd assembled to greet the returning players, 
that the great city of Baltimore and surrounding towns were unable 
to furnish an ambulance on a commercial basis. It seems to us that 
“es humanitarian case” within the meaning of the regulation is a 
great deal different from what happened in this case. We condemn 
the looseness in regulations of the Air Force in this respect. It is 
time that sensible, understandable, clear, and explicit regulations be 





10 INVESTIGATIONS 


issued; and it is time that the Air Force withdraw from unauthorized 
and covert agreements and civilian involvements 

A disaster always finds the military ready. But an emergency 
should mean an emergency in the generally accepted sense. This 


situation was by no means one of a class of “humanitarian acts.” It 
was just playing “Johnny Goodfellow” at the expense of military 
personnel and taxpayers’ property supposed to be performing military 
duty 

CONCLUSIONS 


1. There was no “humanitarian’’ case involved in these facts. 
2. The regulations and procedures do require clarification to elimi- 
nate abuses of this character. 
3. Committees of Congress should receive complete and truthful 
answers on request for information from the military departments. 
March 12, 1954. 
Approved: 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON DEFENSE ACTIVITIES, 
WituiamM E. Hess, Chairman. 
PauL CUNNINGHAM. 
Witiiam H. BatTeEs. 
CHARLES P. NELSON. 
Leon H. Gavin. 
F. Epwarp Hfperrt, 
QO. C. FisHer. 
Porter Harpy, Jr. 
L. MENDEL Rivers. 
Approved: 
DeEwWEY SHORT, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services 
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